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so long desired. The scheme had many elements of
success : it was simple, speedy, and fairly safe : at any
rate whatever risks we ran the Lazz would run them too.

When I returned with my moneyin banknotes, the Lazz
was there : a tall, thin man, with a solemn, trustworthy
manner. He made no difficulty about taking an extra wife
with him to Russia, but wanted six hundred pounds
sterling for the three of us. After some argument he agreed
to take our cheques for this amount, provided we gave
them to him before starting, and provided also we gave
him one hundred liras in cash to buy fuel and oil for the
trip. The cash was absolutely necessary, he said, for how
could the launch run without petrol ?

" But you can run your launch without our help," I
said. " Why do you want more petrol for three passen-
gers ?"

" There is your food to buy."

" We can look after ourselves."

" I don't take you unless you pay my out-of-pocket
expenses in cash."

" What guarantee can you give us that you will buy
the petrol ? " I asked.

" What guarantee can you give me that your cheques
will be cashed ? "

" We are known to be honest men."

" So am I known to be honest,"

" Supposing Themistocl6 goes with you to buy the oil
and petrol ? " I suggested.

" Then I shall want a hundred and fifty instead of one
hundred liras" he answered. "But why bring him in? I
know my business."

That was true. These Lazzes were the most successful
criminals in Turkey. If Abdul Hamid or his successors